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Diamond Grading Terminology

A dlamond's cost is based on the characterisiics known as the *4 C's",
Clarity, Colour and Cut (proparfion) are the quality elements which
tagether with the Carat Welght detarmine the value of the stona.

Carat is the unit of weight for all gernstones. One carat is subdivided irito 100
‘points’. Therefore, a diamond welghing 75 polnts is 3/4 carat In weight, or
0.75ct. There are five caratsin one gram,

Clarity

A diomond's clariy is determined by the number, nature, position, size and
colour of Internal characteristics called "inclusions' and surface features
called "blemishes”. Clarity is measured on a scale ranging from pure
(flawless) fo heavily included (I-3).

GIA Clarity Grading Scale
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Colour

|deally, a diormaond should have no colour at all, ke a diop of spring water.
Increasing amounts of body colour are measured on a scale ranging from
no colour (D) to deeply coloured (2). Beyond 2 is the range where the
diamond's colour Is vivid and rich, called “fancy” colours,

GIA Colour Grading Scale
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Cut

Cut, sometimes the forgotten "C", ensures that a given diamond has
maximurn brillince and sparkle which would not be the case were the
stone cut for weight alone.

Cut Grading Scale
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Cut Grading Explained

Ideal/Excellent Cut (Grade 0 to 1)

Dlamonds cut to "ideal” proportions, as shown in the diagram. This cutting
ylelds a diamond of maximum brillance and beauty.

Very Good Cut (Grade 2 to 3)
Dlamonds cut just outside the tolerances of the ideal cut.

Good Cut (Grade 4 to 5)

Diamends cut to average prapartions, with somewhat reduced brilliance
and beauty to the frained ciserver.

Fair/lCommercial Cut (Grade 6 to 7)

Diamonds cut with reduced brillance to the untrained eye, or signifcant
retention of weight from the rough.

Poor Cut (Grade 8 to 10)

Diamonds cut with distinctly reduced billionce 1o the unticined eye, or
considerable refention of welght fiom the rough, The appraisal is based on
o hypothetical recutting lo mare regular proparians.
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